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This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 C.F.R. §1.114 of the above-identified application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 C.F.R. Li 14 does not apply to any utility or plant application filed prior to 
to any design application. See Instruction Sheet for RCEs (not to be submitted to the USPTO) on page 2. 
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a. □ Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .103(c) for a period 
of months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 C.F.R. §1 .17(i) required). 

b. □ Other: 

[Fees| The RCE fee under 37 C.F.R. §1 .17(e) is required by 37 C.F.R. §1.114 when the RCE is filed. 

a. ^ The Director is hereby authorized to charge the following fees, or credit any overpayments, to Deposit 

Account No. 20-0778. 

i. 13 RCE fee required under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .17(e) in the amount of 370.00. 

ii. □ Extension of time fee (37 C.F.R. §1.136 and 1.17) ( months EOT) in the amount of 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service as first class mail, postage 
prepaid, in an envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner 
for Patents, Washington D.C. 20231, on April 4, 2002. 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT IN RCE APPLICATION 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Before examination of the above-identified RCE application, please enter the following 
amendments and consider the following remarks. 



In The Claims 

Please cancel claims 21-25. 

Please add the following new claims: 



